Safeguarding at Springfield school
The safeguarding of children is a high priority at Springfield School. 
The schools Designated School Lead for Safeguarding is Kim Wilson Deputy Headteacher and Deputy Designated School Lead for Safeguarding Lisa Hodgkison Headteacher.

All staff working within the school have a current DBS which is a certificate issued following a search through police records. DBS details are recorded on the Central Register which is constantly updated and records of references and qualifications are maintained along side. 
Staff have regular updates of safeguarding training and more in-depth training for certain staff with management responsibilities. When we recruit new staff, we check to make sure that they are suitable to work with children and we follow the guidelines of safe recruitment. All new staff have a safeguarding briefing as part of their induction..
 One of the Governors has a specific role and responsibility for Safeguarding matters and is able to report and advise the full Governing Body. The Safeguarding Governor is a member of the Behaviour, Safety & Care sub committee which as part of the committee’s remit is to scrutinise safeguarding procedures.

If there is any dissatisfaction with the effectiveness of safeguarding, these should be raised with the Head teacher, or to the safeguarding Governor or put more formally through the school’s own complaints procedure.
New aspects of safeguarding are emerging in our fast changing world. We are becoming increasingly used to being vigilant about safety online, using mobile phones, tablets or computers. We are increasingly aware of the dangers of some social media, online bullying and grooming. 
More recently we need to increase our vigilance over two further areas of possible concern. In recent times, there has been an increase in the radicalisation of young people often through the internet but not exclusively. This can take many forms.

As a school, we promote the essential British values of democracy, tolerance and the rule of law. This is embedded in our curriculum and teaching.  Any concerns raised with us about radicalisation will be treated seriously and referred in a similar way to other safeguarding concerns except directly to the police. For more information, seewww.preventforschools.org . Another area of concern is FGM (Female Genital Mutilation) which has been illegal in this country for some time. Again, if any concerns over this matter are raised with the school, we will take this seriously and this  matter will  be referred to the police.

Young people can witness domestic violence and abuse in the home. This can have a significant effect upon their well -being and mental health. Cheshire East council and other service partners are working together to high light the issues surrounding this area of concern. There are a surprising number of incidents across the county with police being called out on average 6 times a day in Cheshire East alone. This could affect our children and young people. Any incident recorded that has been witnessed by children or young people will be communicated to the school by the police as soon as possible to make sure that appropriate actions and support are taken. As domestic violence can profoundly affect young people who are able to express themselves, how much more must it affect our young people who have great challenges in their communication and understanding. This is another matter which requires our increased vigilance, as a school and we will make every effort to support our children and young people who may need support, please note that there is a national 24 hour helpline 0808 2000 247  to call if you have any concerns or if you are affected by domestic violence.

Thank you for taking the time to read this. If you have any concerns about safeguarding please do not hesitate to raise them with us.

 Additional Information
The government has launched a new online resource for schools to give parents advice on preparing their children for adult life.  The new online service, called Parent Info, and will give parents information they need to help them navigate the minefield of issues children can now face on everything from spotting the warning signs of self-harm, to having a healthy body image and managing money in a digital world. As well as giving them the confidence and support to speak to their children on such sensitive issues, it will also provide them with pathways for where they can go for more hands on support on specific issues.   1 in 5 parents say they currently feel ill-equipped to keep their children safe on the internet.    

 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hundreds-of-schools-sign-up-for-first-ever-national-safety-tool

See also: http://parentinfo.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/300167/FGM_leaflet_v4.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/97976/prevent-strategy-review.pdf
