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Prevent:

Schools and colleges have a vital role to play in protecting pupils from the risks of extremism and radicalisation, a role which is underpinned by the “Prevent duty” 
“To have due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism” Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015
Even where the extent of extremism in schools may be perceived to be low – it has a high impact. Keeping children safe from these risks is a safeguarding matter and should be approached in the same way as safeguarding children from other risks.  

Some Definitions:
· A Vulnerable Individual - someone open to recruitment through their circumstance, experience or state of mind.
· Radicalisation - is usually a process not an event. During that process it is possible to intervene to prevent vulnerable people progressing down a path towards radicalisation and or terrorist-related activity. 
· Violent Extremism - describes the attitudes, beliefs and actions that condone violence as a means to a political end. 
· Extremism - vocal or active opposition to fundamental British Values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.
· Terrorist – unlawful use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims
Prevent Overview:
· Prevent is about all forms of terrorism – Far Right, Animal Rights and Religious based extremism.  
· There are 3 distinct strands to Prevent: ideology, individuals, and institutions. The response needs to be proportionate and risk based. Incidents may be “low frequency”, but can have high impact.
· Prevent is based on having conversations with trusted colleagues and using professional judgement to understand when to intervene and refer.  
· Prevent uses a multi-agency safeguarding process called Channel which offers support to individuals who might be exposed to extremist ideologies; it is Early Help.
Channel:
Channel is a partnership approach to support individuals vulnerable to recruitment by violent extremists. In Cheshire East the Channel Co-ordinator is Kirsty Hercules – Principal Manager Communities & Partnerships
Channel coordinators provide expert advice and guidance around issues of violent extremism to safeguarding boards, senior managers and front line professionals. They assist frontline professionals to assess the nature and extent of vulnerability, need and risk around violent extremism; providing an appropriate support package to divert them away from potential threat at an early stage. 
The CE Channel Panel meets bi-monthly. Attendees sign a Confidentiality agreement and share case information.

Discussion covers the vulnerabilities of individuals and their families, current support, and risks for the individual and community.

Attendees agree if the case is appropriate for Channel and the support plan which is needed.
For those already open to Panel support plans are tailored, building on existing support, and may consist of help with family problems, mental health support, religious education, mentoring etc..


For those who are not Channel appropriate: a safe exit from Channel or a referral elsewhere is discussed.
The Safeguarding Children in Education Settings (SCiES) team represent education settings at these meetings. This means that SCiES may contact you before a meeting to request your view regarding the lived experience of the young person; and will contact you afterwards to give you an update.
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Role of Schools and Settings:
Schools and colleges can support young people by providing a safe environment for discussing controversial issues; equipping them with the knowledge, skills and ability to think for themselves, to challenge and to debate; to express their views but also to appreciate the impact their views can have on others. 
Schools and colleges also have a key role in identifying concerns at an early stage.

Prevention work for students may include the RE curriculum, PSHE, anti-bullying and hate crime prevention.

Consideration must always be given to the suitability of outside speakers; their input should be planned carefully and the session should be attended by staff members.
IT:
Filters should prevent extremist material being accessed in schools and colleges (be aware of students using community languages to circumvent filtering) 

Staff and students need to develop an awareness of online risks and how extremists use social media to engage with young people 
The curriculum is key in addressing issues and increasing pupil knowledge and support through: 

Teaching British values 

Giving quality time to consider sensitive or controversial topics 

Developing students’ skills and knowledge to understand recognise risk and manage difficult situations increasing their capacity to make safer choices 

Helping them with peer pressure when it threatens their personal safety or well-being 

Citizenship 

Developing their understanding of political and social issues with learning about democracy, government and how laws are made; diversity and the wide-range of ethnic identities in the UK and the need for mutual respect and understanding
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Ofsted Inspection:
The Common Inspection Framework makes explicit reference to the duty to prevent radicalisation and extremism. 
It is important to remember that Ofsted will be looking at impact, not just at what the school is doing. Inspecting safeguarding in maintained schools and academies - Publications - GOV.UK
Safeguarding Policy:
Education Settings need a statement regarding Extremism and radicalisation within their safeguarding policy.  An exemplar statement is below:
          “Name School / College/ Setting seeks to protect children and young people against the messages of all violent extremism including, but not restricted to, those linked to Islamist ideology, or to Far Right / Neo Nazi / White Supremacist ideology, Irish Nationalist and Loyalist paramilitary groups, and extremist Animal Rights movements.
           The current threat from terrorism in the United Kingdom may include the exploitation of vulnerable people, to involve them in terrorism or in activity in support of terrorism.  The normalisation of extreme views may also make children and young people vulnerable to future manipulation and exploitation. 

           Name School / College/ Setting is clear that this exploitation and radicalisation should be viewed as a safeguarding concern.

           Prevention work and reductions of risks will include the RE curriculum, SEND policy, assembly policy, the use of school premises by external agencies, integration of pupils by gender and SEN, anti-bullying policy and other issues specific to the school’s profile, community and philosophy”

Support documents:

To support education settings in CE the SCiES team has worked with a small group of education representatives to develop a “Prevent Duty Risk assessment” template Prevent Duty risk assessment and a model “Radicalisation Policy”  Model Radicalisation Policy There is no expectation that the setting has a specific policy but it was felt that this document might support discussion and development.
Local context:
· The Prevent Strategy & Channel Panel Multi Agency Group is chaired by – Kirsty Hercules – Principal Manager Communities & Partnerships Prevent & Channel Duties are overseen by the Safer Cheshire East Partnership (SCEP) 
· The CE Prevent Strategy & Channel Panel Group commenced in January 2016
· CE works collectively with Pan Cheshire Authorities; there is a Pan-Cheshire Prevent Strategy with a local Prevent Action Plan, and an information Sharing Agreement which is tailored for each area with local details.
Sources of information 

Police online campaign: “Prevent Tragedies” http://www.preventtragedies.co.uk/  

Families against Stress and Trauma: ‘Families Matter’ http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk/
Channel E-Learning Package: http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness
this is a good way of providing staff with information; there are case studies to help users understand the process of identifying and referring vulnerable individuals, in addition to providing them with support
Prevent E-Learning package: accessible for all staff in schools: https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk
The Home office has created a training catalogue for Channel and Prevent.
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Lesson resources for Key Stage 3 and 4: Medway PSHE education Tacking and Preventing Extremism: https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/addressing-extremism-and-radicalisation-lesson
 A generic framework for discussing a terrorist attack in KS3 and KS4: 
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What to do if you have concerns:
If you have concerns about a child who may be vulnerable please contact:

Cheshire East Consultation Service on 0300 123 5012 

Further contact details:
Prevent Cheshire – Linsay Mullin 01606 362147 Linsay.Mullin@cheshire.pnn.police.uk
Cheshire Channel – Lesley Price 01606 365986 Lesley.price@cheshire.pnn.police.uk
Contact Details: � HYPERLINK "mailto:SCIESTeameast@cheshireeast.gov.uk" �SCIESTeameast@cheshireeast.gov.uk�   Tel No: 01606 275039


www.cheshireeast.gov.uk
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